
 
 

 
September 22, 2022 

Dear Parents, 
 This week our class finished the apple unit.   We had a taste test of 3 different types of apples 
from an apple orchard (Golden Delicious, Akane, and Cortland), and then we graphed the type of 
apple the class liked the best.  The students also completed their All About Apples books in the Art 
Center today.   We have been focusing on the science of the life cycle of apples.  Please ask your 
child to identify each part of the life cycle of apples in his/her book this weekend.  

The students have been practicing Science and Math skills in the Discovery Center.   On 
Monday, the students weighed apples (red, yellow, and green) and drew pictures of which apple was 
heavier and which one was lighter in their experiment.  On Tuesday and Wednesday, the students did 
an experiment to see if each color of apple would sink or float in water, and then drew a picture of 
their results.    
 During Math this week, the students have been working in Math Centers with partners.  In the 
Counting Center, they students practiced recognizing the numbers 1-10 and matching quantity to 
each number.  In the Patterning Center, students made AB, ABC, and ABB patterns using a variety of 
shapes.   In the Shape Center, the students played Shape Bingo with partners.  In the Sorting Center, 
the students practiced sorting math tools by color, shape, size, and characteristics, and then 
explaining their sorting rule to their math partners. 

In Fundations this week, the students learned the letter sounds for P, J, H, and K this week, 
and practiced writing the upper and lowercase of each letter in the Writing Center.  The letter- sound 
cards are in your Friday Folder today to add to your letter-sound card ring at home.  During Phonics 
time, we have been creating CVC words on the SmartBoard with the endings (-an, -at, and ig)  The 
students are learning to use their “sound roller coaster” to sound out unfamiliar words using the 
sounds they have learned in Fundations.  We are also working on recognizing the onset (beginning) 
sound in words, and the ending sound by “sliding” the word with our arm and “punching up” the 
ending sound.  These skills help the students identify beginning and ending sounds of words, and will 
benefit them with sounding out words more independently as we begin journal writing and guided 
reading next month. 
 Today in the Friday folder, you will find the permission slip for our Cosley Zoo field trip on 
October 27th from 9:30 – 11:30.  Please return the signed permission slip with $7.25 by October 5th.   
We will be going to Cosley for a program on vertebrate and invertebrate animals.  Students will also 
bring home a small pumpkin after the field trip as part of our Pumpkin unit in October.  If you would 
like to be a Parent Helper on our field trip, please email me and check the box at the bottom of your 
child’s field trip permission slip.    Parent helpers will need to drive separately, and meet us at Cosley 
for the field trip because we will have 3 Kindergarten classes on the bus.  We are allowed to bring 3 
parent helpers with our class for the program.   

 
Online sign-up for Parent Teacher Conferences will be coming home in the Emerson 

Newsletter.  Conferences will be on October 12th and 13th from 4:00pm-8:00pm. 
 

*** Reminders*** 
September 23 – Teacher Institute Day – No School  

October 5– Wheaton Firefighter Classroom Visit 
October 10 – Columbus Day – No School 

October 12 & 13 – Parent Teacher Conferences 
October 27 – Cosley Zoo Field Trip 

 
Have a great weekend! 
Miss Jen Hottendorf 


